
2019 Summer Reading English I 
 

Every English I student must read Whirligig by Paul Fleischman.  
 
(Extra credit will be given to all students who turn their book into the teacher on the assignment 
due date.) 
 
After reading the novel, please choose one of the following projects for your graded assignment:  
 
 

1) Build a whirligig that represents a character in the story. You must include 10 notecards 
that explain how certain details on the whirligig represents different aspects of the 
character in the story. These details should not just include physical attributes of the 
character. ( Example: If the character is sad, you could include a tear on the face of the 
whirligig.The notecard should list the tear as a feature and then explain why the 
character is sad in the story.)  

2) You have been given the task of setting four whirligigs in four different places in the 
world. You must type a page for each whirligig. For each whirligig, answer the following 
questions:  

●   Why did you choose the location?  
●    What will the whirligig look like?  
●    What is the purpose  of the whirligig?  
●    What do you hope people feel when they see the whirligig?  

 
Both project options are due the first full Friday of school. NO EXCEPTIONS! 
 
 
You will take a written exam on the content of the novel on the first full Friday of the new school 
year. There will not be a class review. You must read and prepare for the test independently. 
 
Information for the test will not come from Sparknotes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 English III Summer Reading  
All projects are due the first full Friday of school.  

 
 

Each English III student must choose one of the following American novels:  
 
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 
The Color Purple by Alice Walker (Content Warning! This novel contains strong adult themes.) 
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
 
Option 1:  
You must present the major literary components of the novel on a tri-fold board. The appearance of the board should 
be neat and well-organized.  
 
You must include the following items:  
 
Setting: An illustration that represents the main setting of the book. Explain why the setting is important to the novel. If 
the setting is not important, please explain why it is not important to the story.  
 
Theme: Explain the central theme of the story.  
 
Plot Chart: In a creative way, track the plot chart (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution) 
 
Symbols: Identify three symbols in the story. Illustrate each symbol and explain its importance to the story.  
 
Protagonist/Antagonist: Explain the central conflict in the story.  
 
Summary: Type a three-four paragraph summary of the plot.  
 
Character Development: Choose an important character in the novel. Describe the growth the character experiences 
through the events of the novel.  
 
Three Elements of Your Choice:  Include three extra bits of information from the novel. This can be a recap of a 
favorite scene, you could include several new vocabulary words you learned while reading, ect. Be creative. Decorate 
this board to represent the novel. 
 
Option 2:  
 
Write a prologue and an epilogue to the story. Each element should be two typed pages. (A total of four pages 
double-spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman) . If the story already includes these elements, make sure yours is 
original and unique. Elements of the story and characters should be apparent in your writing. Include the setting, 
protagonist/antagonist, theme, and main conflict.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
English II Summer Reading 

(All projects are due by the first full Friday of the school year.)  
 

Each student must choose one of the following novels:  
The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak 
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle 
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
 
 
Option 1:  
Type a 5-7 sentence paragraph (per each bullet point) explaining each of the following literary 
concepts as it pertains to the novel you chose from the above selections:  

● Setting - Explain the setting and how it is important to the plot. 
● Theme- What is the message the author is trying to convey? 
● Exposition- This is where the author sets the stage. The major players are generally 

introduced and the scene is set. Write a paragraph explaining the exposition.  
● Rising Action- The author really gets into the main conflict of the story. Explain this 

conflict.  
● Climax- This is the where the conflict comes to a boiling point. Explain the situation.  
● Falling Action/Resolution- What is the outcome? How is the conflict resolved? What 

happens next?  
 
 
Option 2:  
Design a cover for your book. It may not  duplicate the original cover. Your cover should be the 
size of ½ of a posterboard. It should include the title and the author. It should be creative and 
tidy. I should be able to tell effort and thought went into the cover. Type a one page essay 
(double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman) detailing the theme of the story and explain how 
the author conveyed the message throughout the novel.  
 
Chart the plot. Create a plot chart with a one or two sentence explanation of the exposition, 
rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. Be creative in your presentation of the plot.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 English IV/V Summer Reading Assignment 
 

1984 by George Orwell 
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 
 Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
 
 
Option 1:  

Create a movie poster: Make a full-sized poster that serves as an 
advertisement for the movie version of the book. You should have a bold and 
noticeable title, pictures of the main characters, and include on the poster 
some type of teaser to get audiences to come see the film.  
Separately, you need to write up the rationale for including characters as important and 
why the actors you selected are good choices for those roles. You also need to 
type up an one page  summary of what scenes will be in the movie. The movie poster 
should be well thought out and well done.  
 

Option 2:  
Answer the writing prompts. Each answer should be one typed page (double-spaced, 12 

point Times New Roman) You will have a total of three typed pages.  
#1 Determine the Lesson or Moral 
What do you believe is the key lesson or moral that a reader can learn 
from this novel? Do you believe that the author intended to communicate 
this specific lesson? Which aspects of the novel lead you to believe as 
you do? 
#2 Describe a Character 
Choose one character from the novel and write a detailed description of 
him or her. Include as many aspects of him or her as possible, such as 
physical appearance, personality type, morals and values. Explain whether 
the character is dynamic (changes throughout the story) or static (does 
not change). 
#3 Evaluate the Conclusion 
How satisfying was the conclusion of the novel? For example, was the 
ending believable, predictable, outrageous, boring? Were you left hanging 
with unanswered questions? Do you think there is another ending that 
would have been more fitting, appropriate, or satisfying. 
 

 
 
 
 


