THOMAS HEYWARD ACADEMY DEPARTMENT OF ATHLETICS

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Thomas Heyward Academy Athletics Program is to instill in students a
commitment to athletic exce] lence at all levels of participation that will contrxbute to the
development of their mdmdual characters : ‘

TE 1LO Y

The athletxc program at Thomas Heyward Academy is student-centered and an integral part of
the student’s total educational experience. Thomas Heyward believes in a comprehensive
physxcal activity program for all students. The athletic program seeks to promote mental,
emotional, and social health in addition to the physical development necessary for an active life.
The program is designed to provide positive learning opportunities for each student who
participates, to reflect the school’s ideas of diversity, continual growth and achievement, and the
development of the student’s greatest potentlal Furthermore, the program’s goal is to provide
equity among all teams and for all students so that all participants and teams have a chance for
success. Thomas Heyward seeks to cultivate a strong set of values for all student-athletes, such as
self-discipline, integrity, sacrifice, commitment, teamwork, team and school spirit, self-confidence,
and the development of physical fitness. Decision-making skills, good citizenship, good
spcrtsmanshlp, and the promotion of individual maturity should also result from athletic
participation. These characteristics assist in the development of individual and team attitudes that
 are beneficial for a successful season and for future life.

~kf'kIr§terschblastic sports offer the athlete an opportunity to compete at the highest level, locally and

statemde The school encourages each student to be engaged to the best of his/her ability in the
‘s‘perts of his/her choice. The athlete shall be expected to maintain the same academic standards
as any other Thomas Heyward student.

We live in a world where individual statistics and adulation of a player have become important.
Parents are more and more concerned that their child’s performance is “in the paper” This focus
has greatly damaged the basis for playing a sport. Students should play to be a part of a team, to
play for the team rather than ever considering personal reward, and to experience being a part
of ;s'emething more important and bigger than themselves.

We will, of course, put names and records in the paper when appropriate but our primary focus
is for student-athletes to play for Thomas Heyward Academy and for the team. We will
discourage inappropriate focus on publicity for individuals. Thomas Heyward will attempt to
provide as many levels of participation as feasible given adequate facilities, staff, and schedules.
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